CMAM TOOLKIT: Rapid start-up resources for emergency nutrition personnel


Job Description 

Position Title:			Breast Feeding Counsellor

Supervisor’s Position Title:	Infant and Young Child Feeding Project Officer

Department: 			Health & Nutrition

Primary Purpose:

To provide promotion and support for optimal infant and young child feeding to mothers and carers of children under 2. 

Duties and Responsibilities:
	
	Responsibilities
	Essential Duty?
	% of Time

	1.
	To conduct community surveys to identify target beneficiaries (children under 2 and pregnant and lactating women and wet-nurses)

	Yes:             No:  
	

	2.
	To lead group education sessions for mothers and carers of children under 2
	Yes:             No:
	

	3.
	To train staff and volunteers on best practices for infant and young child feeding
	Yes:             No:
	

	4.
	To supervise volunteers to ensure consistent messaging
	Yes:             No:
	

	5.
	To assess mothers and their children to identify specific feeding support needs
	Yes:             No:
	

	6.
	To provide one on one breastfeeding counselling for mothers experiencing difficulties breastfeeding; including supporting relactation
	Yes:             No:
	

	7.
	To provide training, demonstration, on-going guidance and support to provide artificial feeding safely for exceptional cases until the infant is at least 6 months old
	Yes:             No:
	

	8.
	To refer children for intensive nutritional/medical care as required
	Yes:             No:
	

	9.
	To identify mothers to become peer educators in their home villages, and to support them to undertake sensitisation and referral to the Child Friendly Space
	Yes:             No:
	

	10.
	Keep a register of mothers and children attending education sessions, receiving skilled assessment and support
	Yes:             No:
	

	11.
	Monthly reporting of activities to the Infant and Young Child Feeding PO

	Yes:             No:
	

	12.
	Local level awareness raising on best feeding practices for infants and young children amongst other humanitarian actors in the locality 
	Yes:             No:
	



 (
Essential
Nurse, midwife or auxiliary midwife qualification
Knowledge of best infant and young child feeding practices and a willingness to learn
Capacity to keep accurate records of activities and report in a timely manner
Ability to make a work plan and direct work independently
Willingness to live and work in difficult situations
Desirable
Has own children / experience of breastfeeding 
)Background and Experience:
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